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Digital Classrooms - TED Ed 
TED Ed is a great tool for creating online lessons around 
videos.

It enables you to structure a sequence of interactive activities 
around the video clip that guides the viewer towards a deeper 
understanding of the content. It’s an ideal tool for building 
blended learning.

In this document you can find:

•  a step by step guide showing how to use it

• a video tutorial that shows you how to make the activities

• some suggestions and ideas for using it in the classroom or as 
part of an online course.

You can find 16 more documents like this in my ebook Digital 
Video. The complete book deals with a wide range of video 
related areas as well as containing more than 40 step by step 
lesson plans guiding you through video based classroom and 
online activities as well as showing you how to develop your 
own lessons and activities.
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TEDED
What’s it for?

TEDEd http://ed.ted.com allows users to create interactive web-
based lessons using TED or any other video from YouTube. 

The site also has an LMS, so that students learning and 
interaction with the lesson can be tracked by the teacher.

The site allows for a number of different types of interactivity 
from the simple multiple choice questions, to open questions 
that require student input and discussion forums based around 
topics. 

The lesson creator can also add additional information such as 
text and images and links to external sites with related 
materials.

In addition to creating lessons you can also take an existing 
lesson and adapt it or just use it as it is.

Platform

TEDEd works in the web-browser across platforms. Both as a 
lesson viewer for the students and a lesson creator. 

It also works on tablets and mobile devices.
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Create clearly staged video lessons around online 
videos and encourage deeper thinking
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How do you use it?

Go to: http://ed.ted.com register and log in.

You will need to validate the email address you used to register.

Click on ‘Create a Lesson’ and you will see the instruction for 
finding a video clip.

Type the title of the video into the search field and click on the 
search icon.
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Select the clip you want from the search results and then click 
on ‘Launch Lesson Editor’.

The lesson editor has five different stages of instruction. You can 
include tasks at all of these levels or just click ‘Exclude’ if there 
are any you don’t want to include. 
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The first level ‘Watch’ is the only one that must be included.

Use the ‘Watch’ level to add introductory text and links and add 
an initial viewing or ‘gist’ task to encourage the students to 
watch the video clip. The ‘Watch’ task doesn’t require any kind 
of interaction or input from the student.

At the ‘Think’ level add either an ‘Open’ or ‘Multiple Choice’ 
question.
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To add an open question click on ‘Open Answer’.

Type in your question. Open questions require the student to 
type in their answer. Answers are collected in the LMS part of 
the site. 

Type in the question and click on ‘Save’. The question will be 
added. You can edit the question later by clicking on the small 
red pen icon.
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To add another question click on ‘Create your own question’. 
You can add up to 15 questions at this level.

Click on ‘Multiple Choice’ to add an interactive question and 
type in the question. 

You can also add a time code. The time code takes the students 
to the specific part of the video clip that the question refers to. 
This is used as a hint if students get the question wrong. You 
can find the time code along the time line of the video when you 
play it.
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Click on ‘Add Answers’ to add the answer choices for your 
multiple choice question. 

Only one of the answers must be correct. Indicate the correct 
answer by clicking the small round button at the end.

To see the question click on ‘Preview and Save’. 

If everything is okay click on ‘Save’ and you will be able to add 
more questions.
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To change the order of the questions, click on ‘Sort’. Drag and 
drop the questions into the order you want them to appear to 
the learner.

At the ‘Dig Deeper’ level you can add text and links to 
background reading and other relevant websites that could 
expand on or contrast the information given in the video clip 
itself. Do this by using the simple editing interface.
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At the ‘Discussion’ level you can set up discussion tasks for 
the students and allow them to post their own discussion topics.

Click on ‘Add New Discussions’ and type in the title of the 
discussion, then add your discussion question in the field below 
and click on ‘Add This Discussion’.

You can add multiple discussion topics and questions. 

To see your discussion topics click on ‘Preview and Save’. 
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In the ‘And Finally..’ level can use a simple text editor and add 
up to 1000 characters of text with links and images. You can 
use this space to provide a summary of points covered or to 
take students to further related links or activities to follow up 
what they have learned from the lesson.

To complete your lesson is to click on ‘Publish’. 

Before you publish the lesson you can check through it by 
clicking on ‘Preview’.
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Decide whether you want your lesson listed publicly on the site 
for others to use and whether you will allow others to copy and 
customize the lesson you have created.

Both settings can be found above the activity.

Once the lesson is published you can find it by clicking on your 
name at the top of the screen. 

Click on ‘Share’ to get various options for sharing the lesson 
with your students.
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Sharing options include the usual social media platforms as well 
as an option to email a link to students or to copy a link to share 
online.

To see your students’ responses to the activity, open it and then 
click on ‘Review Student Work’ at the top of the screen. 

You will see the students name and all their responses from the 
various activities within the lesson. The students must register to 
use the platform.
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Video tutorial

Scan the code to watch the video on your mobile device or click 
this link to watch it in high-definition on your computer.

Activities

This is a useful tool for creating longer online lessons, especially 
as it takes the students through a developmental process of 
understanding and responding to the content and creates peer 
to peer interaction around it.

•Grammar presentation 
You could use it to create interaction around grammar 
presentation videos and finish with a summary of the main 
points.

•Creating online discussion 
You could create lessons based around news reports on 
controversial topics and use the follow up discussion to 
explore students’ views of some of the issues.

•Student created lessons  
You could get students to register and create lessons to 
challenge and test each other based around videos that you 
suggest.

•Understanding lectures  
You could create lessons based around short lectures or talks 
and get students to extract the main content points and 
discuss them. 
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Getting started

Register on the TEDEd site.

Try some of the existing video lessons and see how the 
activities work as a user. You can do this simply by clicking 
on the ‘Lessons’ section of the site.

Copy one of the existing lesson to your profile and use it with 
your students  and see if they like it and what they learn from 
it.

Try to ‘Customize’ an existing lesson to use with your 
students.

Create your own lesson based around a video you use 
regularly with your classes. Once you have created the 
lesson get a fellow teacher to try the activities and give you 
some feedback and advice.

Once you are confident that you have created a good lesson, 
think about what preparation you need to do with the 
students before they try the lesson and what you will do to 
follow up the lesson. 

Get your student to do the lesson at home. Ask your students 
for feedback on the lesson and see if they found it engaging.

Show other teachers how to use the site and see if they have 
any suggestions for lessons.
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